DYNASTIC HISTORY OF

HIS EXALTED HIGHNESS THE NIZAM.

THE family of His Exalted Highness the Nizam, pre-eminent in rank
and power among the ruling princes of India, is a very ancient and
illustrious one, and traces its origin, on the father's side, to the first
Khalifa Abubaker, and, on the mother's side, to the Prophet Muhammad
himself.   On both sides the descent of this august ruler is from the Quraish,
the most noble of the Arab tribes.   Fehr, surnamed the Quraish, is con-
sidered the twenty-eighth  descendant of Ismail,  the  son of Ibrahim or
Abraham.

Abdulla, surnamed Abubaker, was the fourth convert that Muhammad
made, and he was preceeded by Khadijah, the Prophet's wife, his servant
Zadi Ibn Harutha, and Ali, the son of Abu Talib.

Abubaker brought over to Islam five of the principal men of Mecca
who were afterwards of the greatest service and assistance to Muhammad
and lay hid with him in the cave of Mount Tar when he was in imminent
danger from the Quraish who had resolved to put him to death. One
of his descendants, after some generations, Shaikh Shahabuddin, who
flourished in one of the southern provinces of Persia in the thirteenth
century was celebrated for his sanctity and learning. Three centuries after
this holy man's death, his lineal descendant, Nawab Abid Kuli Khan who had
been the Kazi of Bokhara, came to India in 1658 during the reign of the
Moghul Emperor Shahjehan. He was received with much distinction at
the Court where he rose rapidly to a high position. In 1660 he was made
one of the Ministers and six years afterwards Sillaiar of Ajmere. In 1670
he was promoted to the Subah of Multan, and he subsequently served with
distinction at Bijapur. In 1674 he went on a pilgrimage to Mecca and after
his return the title of Kalijkhan was conferred upon him and he was re-
garded as the chief of the Turani, or foreign nobles.

In 1681 he became the chief minister to the Emperor Aurangazeb,
and next year he accompanied him to the Deccan and was made
Subedar of Zafiabad. In 1687 he took part in the siege of Golconda
under the Emperor Aurangazeb and after winning fame as a brilliant
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